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PROLOGUE

OThere is a Place called Heav
| candt quite tell you where
But give your heart to Jesus
And He wil |l |l ead you there. o
Over a century ago, an unknown, unseen h
wal | of a |ittle |l og cabin deep in the
Mi nnesot a.
Di scovered by a youth named Hil mer Franc
Chri st and | ater contact the Swedi sh Mi
Mi nnesot a, asking them to begin a church

took on Iltihehiesg adwf t hi s dHweamey M IBpsrogpa sas t |

Thishesstory of that church; our church.






Chapt

1 Evangelical C®&degnamt nQl
The origins of the Swedis rnant C
the United States date to 0ds 1in

Anna Jonsddtkt ér oo Kb g&krsman
Swed(ejnust North hafd Jtusdk lgo
a spiri,andl attesi bistening
joined the Evangel i cal Lut
She soon becomes a | eadé

t preac
a ) Norbiack RN
—— hur ch
encouraged her congregants to dedicate t hems
writings of Martin Luther. Her expectation was
She was also known to hawéiahbehet useld son@ien
i her ministry.

JWhen t he revivali st

spread through the Nc

religious | andscape

dramatically. The n

chall enged t he Swedi

chur chesut her aany t he

. 4 - emotional reli @¢i ous :

of the revivalists could not reconcddled wand t

ritudflaipt@coifcedhe state church.

On the other hand, | eazdad sb guoatrtede s
t he emoti onalr eavwipveaal!fi edigis ,tghhee a

an unsusmavemdh&nd no &mor &i hhaaoti o
laffliction of the nerves. 0

Despite the resifstramcet dtheeyoHdwmrcelde
revivali st congregations | i&@erthe E
ownSwedi sh Mission CoveAmadntwimwetreemief otumeledt at e

T



recognilzedi tohBeac et daler obr eakasvalydngras ptshey r e
the authority oft hebe rsetvaitveadbhsur chovementuby wer
i ndependent movements in the Nordics

Their members organized congregations, iatndacicor
has been recogni zzehtcev Banaliemetnh ibdr edagkee,dl own barr
t ot h demoncrtabcey Scandi narwvd atnhédrosnted aagpgll e f or u
suffragthis country and others

As Swedish and other Scandinavian
immigrants arrived in this country

seeking vital faith and church reform, they

called themselves Mission Friends, and |
they focused less on the doctrinal
arguments of the day and more on
personal faith in Christ and Scripture as the
center of their life together. They gathered
in small groups to read the Bible, sing
songs, share a meal and encourage one
another in the faith. In time, the vision of these adventurous Swedish immigrants has becomethe

Evangelical Covenant Church(ECC)one of North Americads most di
denominations.

Keeping with this 0 searlygdays thg E©Oopnd itsfvaice mastly ini n i t s
the congregations of the Midwestern small farm towns and in rural settings.

N
n It is interesting
LASKA CANADA thatcurrentheg
Evangel i cal Cove
PACIFIC | ir g
Rosling W RT Ch u r cohf Ameirs c a
| EAST i i
- A di vided Inhto
MIDWESE GREAT conferences, and
PACIFIC CENTRARE ™
SOUTHWEST & part of t he Nort
L. Conference.
- MIDSOUTH 1 SOUTHEAST
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churches i n Mi nnes.
South Dakot a anAind FAAR S Thung
fRcistoke &-cé- Forks Superior
because of our ear | . ibnailForestguilil ‘
NORTH A
our conferemee  No”™ & | ot B S "
! . . OBismarck oJamestown OFargo
Conferénceginally u
AN N
. . . . . /R ) ¢ 3 RR )
M| SSI On A SIS CcClaat ua r@?& LQS&R"%SE FUAL Cheﬁﬁﬁg;&??’;ﬁ'&o'e‘
Aberdeeno = g L
t han Etvlaemgel i cal C 0 erier a %,““_
Denomination we ar es¥h N
'«\, o o Wisconsin
osioux Falls y I
Speaking of our Denae’ & omadior
years a number of Ty R
IOWA oCedar Rapids
| eader S have hEI dt thl Ui 1 oo U [ VA N ) 1 |p| Naoervil

|l eadership of the Denominati omwenQuronf auwr tbhhe ped
Superintendent of the Denominati on

There wBal mh sdanson, a very act
our congregation, whaoi maielseod af r .
Ral pbound increasing | eivrel sheof

Covenant, including Secretary o
th€ovenant Gi tibpgofgoamGr ow

Todakger anoaree t han 850 congregat.
United States amd tChemabDah®somi nat
partsweth the gl obal church 1 n
Latin America, the Middle East/
the worl d







ChaptInternational Fall s Eva
? Beginnings
"To God be the glory ... great things He hat

throughout t
But how did i

I n the earupwkdi®®0s, uaseenh

si mpl eopotme
t he f or es tju sotf
we rde s c 0V e ryeodu

the words prompted &s$ mhtes®

Sav.i Not many

Swedi sh Mission (CHPM@GCnanrvti n@le
Mi nnesota, aski ng ntihsetm wth G ela
church in Internati &mMLIC hal

that regstalbl
their Home Mi

Pi oneer s of

h e IEvtae rgdotivieaaanit FCahihulerschhu gf doere d .

t start?

0There is a Place called Heaven,
| candt quite tell you where
But give your heart to Jesus
And He will |l ead you there. 6

walhlunalingg ¢abt
nCoarntahd ao,f BalMlde
nbgynmanre d Hi | mangdg

year s afotneteat th K
92006s,

byhnhgr aamii minaseiysm
ssions Project.

the church havefr edhe@l Icehautricchn sc:a nm'e”

firmly ©planhedheebienets and minds of Mr . an.

requestNed tthhwee st Mi s s9d emd Atshlseicri aftii
evangel(iAxel A.Betoltfo) conduct eva
meetings in view of starting a Cc

Reverand Ost was iprertike&ttodsoyhe hi s
aSwedi sh I, mnbiugh @anldsucs e hef an meidn on
Mi nnesantdee, was al so andemper baanseVw
speaker. After studying theology
evangelist | ed him to evangelism
and | at er i n Mexi co where a nun
started.

M M



ReverCsnd heédi es of meetingsbonhthe wheteenoéd
on Fourth Avenue and in the Holl er Schwiotlh. Pas
theseypamrca@alt of the response to these meetings
Ranier to attend one of these meetings with t
became one of the original Ilittle flock."

Foll owing this evan
pastor ,EJ®shcnasro n , rec
from the Northwest
(Now the Northwest
of 1925 to engage i
n the new c(ointgrelyea
oted thanotthhei ss aimse _ |

ohnson who in 1904 L ,‘ e

ake of t har eWooda - — — =
instrument al PN h @Ol N WZ K ak &y R,.{ 2
Baudette CovemMaweviéhhiusriceh. same Oscar Johnson
grandfather of our Assowhat sePaetdont hRawclonlgarg
early 2000086s.

r & S

Pastor Wwabnabhe to return to the thoncheisady,
and rheel at ea@u ftihrastt publ i c meet i nsge cpinEdoreorownas a
adjacent to ain atwyvermdd owehnitc boeut and rented t
chairs for the meetaitngesn.d alnhcaet waisr sotn | Syu ned agyh t
the 30 chairs were filled.

On the third Sunday, a Sunday School was O0fr geé
Soon after this, with the current space runni:i
Fell owisorHa3 un d a.ype rwoircsehs pwerleerteondabbed . 13t mont
wasal ©rer e tthheatSunday School and church attend:
i ncrease.

I n the summer of 1926, t abeowt o rsiixi balnlt diso gocell a g

compl eted, a Conference District Tent was use

of Main Avenwel btehwaedeent h streets. A tent we

set up on the Hol hed Bddi Ol enAnTaesbenhome wer

while the construction ofcompl.ebhedch and pars
M H



As mentionéds
ori gs mal cmausr e

f i ni s huesdt before
Chri st mas i n 1
Ther e was n o
basement under

and very Jlittle
insulation in th
It has been sait
the fire in the
wood stove neede
be started we l |

advance of a ser

keep the chnlmhamwmy fcolachdwi nter days it was | us:t
|t i's well woth ¢ hCowvemnmamgt tG@Gadr ch of Ameri ca,
i mmi grants, retained Bpom Swedihohe ¢ cwfiiindt e yn s
tradititomes evarsly Chmigst maa ®Bernmi ce. It was fi

service held at the weawhBEBobl ar mMi ¥al| eWeadcrBear ¢ h
tolildevarmoulyd pl ast er awaesa tsst iwelr eweitmparvoaviél saebdl o L
nai l kegs, abuér wagoo@pbuted. However, wedre
many of the children in the group had a diffi

Four montberleabay, od dedi & ptoifllOn2 7wansi thhe ltche Rev
Ander son, t hen president o f M
Mi nneapolis, officiating.

At this dbeditaeti otregmbtth s wehruver c h
rece, vargde ci al recognition was ma
School , which by June of 1927 ha
me mber s .

Tephobao the neRowpapgpest dredodolknso
l eft 1 n thendvha tseemalhli rggrt of t he
at that ti me




Llah o b B )

And to hel p r estd ateigmdh o( &ai | thboks@ g°% h2 t ®@G Yy 6s v al
was received and wused to purchase

120 operahcbhi gsurs
prior to terdbhees
cha{(sseen weeree)used
t he s amcntdu aalys ot he
| ofTthey served t h g
wel |, and some mi
a number of t hes
repur posed asfsoseamnm
after t he maj o
constrwaedmml et ed

Anot hettnloefract haee of the hangi ng
from the original sanctuary now
|l eading to the present balcony.




Chapt

3

According toWelhet dMerDiiatmi onary, the word o0namé

What s i n a name?

oa word or phrase dihsatti r
desi gnaft i@anperson or thin

Buwhat happens to that o0distinctive designati c

a church, wedve had a bit of an identity prob
Yo u sne eq CONSTITU410H
recqor dwe Article I

have an

. the name of this church shall be, the Swe. Am. Eve. Christian Mission
const il t Ul church of International Falls, Minnssots.

whi cht ates
ofrhe name of this Somewricsh sAmelrli chaen, Etvleengel i c al
Church of | mlelrmatMioWemdsebably dondt know when
was written, onl ypt-®RiBeictauwas i pr aied tiyd Joféi cli9a3l 0 ,
| egdadcument ati oonuri nodlrvingesodoaond Certificateo
|l ncor pdr aAtti darhat ti men whke swer edctthidhe kkder Mi ssi o
Chur ch, Hol | eArn dMiensnee stowtoa doctuamapt s hgot wédse chur
affiliate8wedit dht Messi on Covenant Church of A

l't's interastiweg ttah&t abowt MieinldgloWwme mao okt en

, : e | 0Ccation, consider e
» : Fort Frances =\ # J
N PR S, T S " cesh | arourbStreet South. |
s fan area between | nt
tivar e
7 " Fal |l s and South | nt
50' .
o Fa)J |l sbutwad t never an
LA o :
: YAv(3s
;\oe’ of ficially i n,corpor
' even though it had
h ad |
B v'f'?ﬁgfﬂi 299
?0!dvnllé

T DTS E

==aYiisas




| t dsi smi nnchor porated area ding
was | ocated, so for many Knowr
being in Holler.

It wasndotl9bbBbeat our i de

from Hol | er t o South I al | s.
documentation sai d we we Covena
Church of South Internat — t to 1
simpl e, our sign only TRILL P 7 RS SN o = Coven,

Chur ch. 6a Anat fodrv eore otpdachayy kywow wHaads

I n the 19606d wkre OFEvahigettd¢ald beamese we wer
affiliated with the Evangel i mal wbhaewe ntame Cihtu
|l nternational Falls and the Vidilnade 8®f, Sweutdh ol
the oOSoutthintferomatadl concaalt i Foanl | s

With all of these changes,i t s sur pri sing
not called something like, The Swedish

American  Evangelical  Christian Holler

Mission Covenant Church of, Holler, South

International Falls, and International Falls,

Minnesota. But then that would probably never

fit on a softball jersey.

Evangelical

Throughhowew
there have
shortened ve
name that se
prioamdyreco
over alEi tohe
phrase O0OMi ss
Covenanoo,j us
0Covenasnay s i
Using either
al most certainly ensumneg oded il kalbnogutte,n ea n dk nvohwesr e
church i Andochtetdtegydoadpr obabanydtndesw at op etrof venc t
to invite them to come.and see what God is do

MC



Chapt
4

Pastor s:

Over the | ast 100 year s, the I nternational F
bl esseRlasmidrhs, Associate Pastors, Youth Pastor
and Interim Pastors who have |l ed with Godds t
many | ay church | eaders and volunteers have s

evident .

Each of these broughtskal amiedediamat isprect i at
g theAhtdmefthbgswepkeawedhau:
moved

congregation durin

mol dohgour congregation as Godo6s spirit

For wrhiitsi wg will focus on our senior and

|l ay | eaders into Godds

PastOsrcar JohhApmiddund®25927)

I n Apri,/JPacfOekR2z5 JoOhgaeicei ve

from the Northwest

Mi

Covenamnt hMesf erence,

work atbrthern Minnesota oRalp

Pastor Johnson was
his. |Hé ehad very |

a

i ttl et heradn
of his fathedr 6proced i msthb
wi dowed .moWwdedrsmi nh sdbmmi t mena

staolrlyowher e their

ssion A
t o enga3

ma n com

t ook vhiotlhd hi s conversion as
on kemat hbed

Because of
mi ght thin

] 1 n

s Troai

192 a
ning S
School of
now O0Crown

MT

i nt er
ti me

r now Kk
Mi ssi o
‘w\ rnati ol

' P
— i ni str)
n becal
rt hi s
a young adult foll
his | ack of f orn
k this would hold
young adul t, he
chool (Al so <calle
the Christian Mi s:¢
Col |l eged) and t



grammar , asnpdelrldandgi,ng al ong wi t Hed iwafsi @sugylhft Bi b
reading and studying extensively and receivin

Pastor Johnsom rcelmitngs ttohdthi & hreewiocengrpaddtiico
pl ace wassacaofdldocooro m adj acent to a | awyer's of
rented thirty folding chairs. Attendance at t|
in the evening 23 of. the 3
By the tlionmenstome | eft in 1
moved from rented rooms to
finally to a building of

Mi nnesota. This |l ocat'ion w:e
Avenue East andvhletteh oSuitrr eeaitr
~~ campus is stildl |l ocat ed.
Af ter l eaving | ntwemeladd ©,nahe Fpassoriemd Covenal
Mi nnesota and aWids eoureqni 1t hough-t hene metsitregd ifir d@4
worked as an interim patshrougmowmanyi coadgoaegadi
weekly nursing home services in aardeaasowed N
mi ssi ons. Oscar Johnson and hi sHewefnet logmae weor

be with his Lord"an®8%a vhieora glep roifl 855 year s.

Pastor H.J. (Hj @lurhgr 8J9ZIr7a vEMm34)

WhemsR or Johnson and hi s  tfhaemivayc d recfyt Paans dfuinlel
H. J. G deé¢mnd hi swhHamwienyet he Stuartleosugdn fr om t
mi ssionary assig
to China.

Arriving with t we
they |l eft i n 1930
additional son

daughard ,a second
daughter was bor
them in China whe
returned t o t
mi ssionary field.




Rev. Gravem and the N. W Mi ssion Assow®iHation
t hway places in the arnkanndm Bdrgstpromg Rt 1 9E
Agnes Svieaitveevra n o n) wer e call ed Lo S8 Ve as
Mi ssionaries"t hwa tlhi tat Iblea bdeheuart c hT hien l i ved
the upper room of the old chutcbh 1duct ec
be noted that ,Adhes SQviEmwoyedr,awa -

to return as the wife of our four ‘tor, O
8 As the months went by,

% L2 was established i n h
R |l ogging camps at Still
‘\-Bi“ff"v‘ b & O Big Fal IFsaor tMaFrgareces,
e r}%@“fw\\ and North Branat in ¢
B i CHy T, we | | abseeti n River , Pel
«“.3 Craigvbéeheaybow, Hen
o e s ** L s Townshi p, Ri ver si de,
» * ) Wa uk a.nah
s L
i Services were conduct
ctopens ot Tsan schools and town hall
— _ smal | communi ties, a
j ; % o i young men and women ¢cC
our church from t he
Association to assist Iin these outreach progr:

and boys and girls clubs.
Pastor Gravem hel d

"ﬂcompassion for t he w

pelly, N and a genuine desire
e g O T S e T

&;‘ﬁ - w._‘ ,’Qo ~»_*l \ 3 % \, =

T L emanl - e ]

- o~ ! \\ s

the |l ogging camps. He ani VIisite

campsand with | ocal peadimle musi c

presence was al.ways appreci

M &
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du
19
19
Ko
Be
cCo
we
t o
ca
un
y e
Mi
Pa
f o

Th
t h
e X
h e
br

Du
t h
an
t o

wa
| n

On
Wi
I n
t h

0s been r
ring this
30s, t her
O |l ogging
ochiching,

| t r ami arn .
unti es,

re built
150 men.
mp s re
reached
ars, itddoe

ssion Assc ,
stor Gravem and the MissjoMi Consoaodaadr iCthiua a&lh
r this vital wor k.

e work at that ,hiomevwas dhal cengitmg was SooO0I

6r eat De mmeals sppeconp,l e were struggling for ecc
periencelBowev erh,i nRast or Gravem was well Sui
l' p with reHeeiwaseffgoftsed in helping to meet
inging the | ove of the Savior to so many pe

ring tthhikorttihmest Mi ssi®@ano @rs :
i

e incredible need and oppo North
the Swedish sindcanr!|arnindwmishemn Sy

assi st wi t h Theseal memee
creasingly blessed of the ~ Tl | exten
S built acr owasst hfer o Bt awh at o
ternational State Bank in t . 3 par kir
ring the depression.

one o@acameiadn was prepared any me
t hout work. Many came to th 01 L and w:
,tahd meetings continued from | ate summer of
at more than 100 péoptbeéiwepbopoaygduwcah. se
nts used in the early daiyms tohe thhaec keguraonwgred i s

H N



Ar outnhdi s Rtail mpen, Hanfsroonm t he Birchdal e
into the work supporting pastor Gr a
and serving on the ministry circuit

County and into Canada.
Ral ph was also an inventor. As a mi
in the 1930"s, Ral ph saw the need f
than a plane or dog sl ed. He may ac
i nvent the snowmobil e. He shéded F
because he used an ol d airplane motor for powe
built in Berkley, California, where he pastor
Later, Ral ph served as Gener al Secretary of
denomination, establishing churches around th
Back her e i n t he Hol I
Covenant Church, the Su
enrol | ment had increase
when Covenant Di st . S
Swanson arrived in 1928
he noted the wutterly in
avail abl e, and presente
t he melo Mi ssi on Board. As
the original structure v
an upper room and a ba
Sunday School <c¢cl assrooms.
The basement | ayout shows this initial wor k (

footprint. It
cl assraonms a
meeti ngTheodnedi
credited the M
Aaron Carl son
of the church
buil ding suppl

111

L1 H

—
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Soon after completion, in the August 283, 1929
No. 1) KBaatvem speaks about the new cl assrooms.

We wish to render our praise to Him for the additional Sunday School rooms, Eor we
know that "Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it",

(ps. 127:1). And we thank our many friends who, with their gifts, have
SUNDAY = comé to our aid. The fund is growing, and we are confident that when we
SCHOOL equip these rooms with seats, and whatever else is needful, that "God
2 shall supply all our'need according to His riches in glory by Christ
Jesus"., (Phil, 4:119), TWe invite you to come and inspect our new rooms, Come next
Sunday, September 1, RALLY DAY, end bring your thildren. And thren come every Sun-
day after that, There are classes for the grown-ups, too, and we will be delighted
to have you with us, 2 RN Lo

-

Bi ble Camps were first attended b
at | ake homesamd REe nyammikmeg progr
to the Big Falls Bible Camp area
facility is | ocated at Bl uewater

TheGr avemasw 1

Hol | er Mi s s i R

prove true t. “::"'

focus during ..::EE:Z!.:: .
Years of service. They reE€ : -; Chines
mission field in,l1hdavevike oy |
Gravem constructed a o0Ch ~ Y t ween

church and wharchomagpe,d f or

Pastor Al r(iAcguLbAspaBEd35, .= - Sy

Pastbrick(Phsesewas) our third
seirvgs i nterim pastor for ni
the Gravemds departure and t

Swanson.

0O 5 ©

He was a dedicated Covenant ministerwhose
ministry ranged all across northern Minnesota and
into southwestern Ontario, Canada.

There was great concern for N
early 30'"s, and the Mission A
t heorder to help reach them.

H H
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Pastor
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G he w reyaetea Bfrsodr
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t he
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heavOjliydvwemgt &g &

ot her s,
anywhere
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R.Mapwalims 6 nt o
our
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remar ked,

hat he once
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t he

al so
el se
i ng Gospel

OTi mber wol ves

among
Gospel

Mi ssi on
and

a on

t he Da

t h’
renow
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bl e pond

S .

t

nhgopportunity

as
raeadhhpoapli elwiatyy ptl@ce s,
Mi nne$Sbtaughdhitis wcéehteise s 1

soon
he

as
W &
n
soul s for the L

wer e won

May 1939)
f o.WMhtem pastyorarri ved he

their family i uded a
and a son Paul Anot her
bor here during thei

ncl

n r mi

Wh e
i n
i k
bee
Agn
yea

n Pastor
the Fall s,
e coming

Swanson begat
you might
home to a pl a
n before. This was bec
eshabbens home not that
rs earlier.

Svaedi vadr eady mi
she jumped
amirnei asdtyr yk
they were
bl essings.
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their return,

knew her
Godods

t hey
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Key to this was her S 0me
of t he mini str y s he o 10:00am Sunday o 7:30pm Wolf Cubs t h i n
her previous ti me. School |
: : : : © 11:00am Morning 0 2:00pm Wide Awakes
schedatedvities incl : P
Service (Girls 13 and under)
0 3:00pm Children’s
Agnes related of thi Hour o 8:00pm Prayer arge
Young Peopl e' s Soci et/ it STl adies
. . o 8:00pm Evening
Aid, and Youth Choir. Service

0 6:45pm Boy Scouts

There were ajlsot atca i keegeodes hg. cAur ome point,
purchased forty acres o,(andStPampgage "Swlamesm nt laen d

the church cut enough wood to supply fuel for
This proved to be a great time for spiritual
created that | asted pyleyarhsadafrtuemr ayhteu whoho dia dissuap
what it takes to heatAnan iudniymsulvaet eedv elr u i w odni dneg
acres is, i1Itds the samer as0dA0Radlcet Halclk e@o urn tne
There were days of fasting and prayer in the
Lindberg and with Rev. C.D. Anderson, -and du
supporting. The Swansons | eft the | ocal <churc
Il 1942, three years afteawahsawnwi negceheebalal <,al
superint endeevmatn gadloivielnéa n t Church. Later in | if
Ari zona with missionary wodk paBasdomawdwamaanor¢
passed away at Covenant Manor in Minneapolis

Pastor Rodneyl RmoesemdDggd8eémber, 1940)

Pastor RodneywaRso soeunrg rfeibhiea rhr ipvaesd o r
froNerth Par k Junn oGh {Goal g oefggeot o)

serve as interim pastor for the
M Swansonds r‘;g-v-"ﬁ?{"u’
' However, s 247 :
pastor was
the end of = : .
stayed on Elndes N Bl
end of 19402# A




( NOTE: Il n early 1940, Pastor LlIoyd Johnson ar
on through the end of 1940 as an assistant to

Il n addition to his pastoral duti es, Mr . Rosen
youth or&everal, hecaasi dhee church youth assi
conducting services at various places in Cana
l nternational Fall s.

Mi &veek services were held regularly, meeting
during his time with the church, three series

Rev. Lloyd Johnson : (June 1939 & April 1945)
Reverend Lloyd Johnson (Esther) had served on the
foreign mission field in the Congo, Africa, before coming
to the small church in Holler, Minnesota. They arrived
with their family in 1939, and the work was well
established when they began their service to the church |
and northern Minnesota. ‘

Itwas recorded as | 8
they left the 110- \ e e

degree heat of California for Minnesota, pastor
Johnson said: ol wouldndt tr
for the whole West Coastdl 6 m never coming
And he never did.

: When the Johnson family pulled into the church

ik ey parking lot after their cross-country journey, the
first folks to meet them were two of the Hall girls, Betty (Blankman) and Helen
(Nordlund).

They then ran back home to tell their mother
Anna, who immediately came with the keys to
the parsonage, and then started notifying the
men of the church who were available that the
new pastor was hereand needed help
unloading their belongings into the parsonage.

Hp




l't wasnodét | ong after that that men seemed to
furniture, household items, and anything else the Johnsonshad carried with them into
the parsonage, and daughter Adele remember s,
was a great welcome. 0
Sunday afternoons would often find pastor Joh
Birchdal e tamad amrea.ndThey wer ed by &
small folding organ with Vinr child p
di fferent fol ks si nagdtnrgi.n ¢ alx Tur ch,
composed of members of the , adde
to the Sunday é&wéenimgasényi e,
f or memnt epraismmor Al rick Ol son side pe
Johnson in so much of this el d wo
Duringthe J o h n s 0 n s &twonmpaoriarg thanges were
happening to both our church and ministry in general.
Members of the last outlying chapels served by the church were beginning to join the
local congregation as a matter of convenience and practicality. More people had
transportation at that time, and roads had
been improving greatly throughout the
county.
‘emurmen.  BUt there were still many children who were
-~ = Unable to get to Sunday School services and
o events, so it was during this time that the bus
program was started.
Long time church member Ethel Lindstromrecalls:0 Concerni ng the bus min

reminded of a trip to Big Falls for a baptismal service during Lloyd Johnson's pastorate. On
the way, the bus broke down. Pastor Johnson thumbed a ride to town, secured another bus
from the local bus company, picked evergne up and continued on to Big Falls. Several
were baptized, including at least one teenager, and one very elderly lady. Returning in

time for the evening service, Pastor Johnson remarked, "We sure don't make any money,
but we do have a lot of fun." How tue!



During Pastor

J 0 h n s o nséveralweekqiang evangeksticodireachc h

meetings. One in particular involved the evangelist Chief White Feather, also known as
Teyet (TIEit) Ramar, who was a grandson of weltknown Lakota Chief Sitting Bull. He
was here for meetings numerous times.

: Before giving his life to Christ, Chief

Whitefeather was awell-known opera
singer and sang at the White House
for the king and queen of England at
the invitation of the President. As a
youth, Phil Johnson remembers how
Chief White Feather would stay in the
parsonage with the Johnson family
during the crusade. Through the day,
the chief would spend time with the
local native tribes, and in the evenings
lead an evangelistic service atthe
church.

Phil, now in his 80s, remembers two
specific highlights of these meetings.
One was that on Thursday night, Chief
White Feather would wear his full
headdressduring the service. Because
he was a chief, it
do that.

The other was that by the last service on Fridayevening, every child in the group could

sing 0Jesus Loves

in the

Pastor Johnson left the church in April of 1945, but stayed in the area as a circuit pastor
for a number of Northern Minnesota churches and locations, including churches at
Northome, Deer River, and Pomroy. He also conducted crusades during this time

throu ghout northern Minnesota. In those days, a crusade might go on for as long as two

or three weeks.

Il tds said

t hat t oward

would mail home his dirty dress shirts to be cleaned and pressed. As one of the children

comment ed,

owley | mkteldernt hei d

t hemo.

nati ve Si ouxX

t he

hel

wa s

d

| an

end



During this ti me, Est her hamedaséedh éh ea lei li dir é mt mmain
Falls, and Edber was actively involved in the church aschurch secretary, and later as

Sunday School SuperintendentPast or George Wol d made a tri bu
serwincene occasion by jovially introducing he
Covenant Church of South Fall s.

Pastor Lloyd Johnson passed away in 1965, and Esther in
1985. Before her passing however, in 1968, the
congregation was able to support Esther as a shortterm
missionary back to the Congo after being away for 36
years. She was able to visit the grave of their firstborn
son, Daniel Lloyd in Tandala, Congo,which was a very
moving experience for her. (Daniel had died of Malaria in
1925)

A E N, O

" Est};erJohnson in 1969 a't égravestone of
A A A A A her first born, Daniel Lloyd in Tandala, Congo.
Her time back in Africa was a time of real blessing for Daniel died of Malaria in1925.
both her and the many who still remembered the work of the Johnsons so many years
earlierEst her ds final years were spent at an Evan
California, where she wrote a book about thei

Pastor George WaoMdy ((MMdy O 4
PastGebnr ge (VRoultde) ved t h e2r
yeagrsand duringpet oihsr thme
many gr owiamg upasiemuent ad
for GodosBkti ngedomeed t o

The Wolds came to us fro
Presbyte
Qﬂﬂiﬁiﬂwmm 5 Church o f
 — Mi nnesot a
— g ser tendefr eo§
19412945, and prior to thiy{

pastor at the Spruce Par

It was in Effie where George and Ruth married
daughter from I owa. 6

HY



It was also noted that she was an
accomplished pianist and singer, and together
she and George often provided Special Music
for a service.For many, it was a special treat
when George would play his autoharp .
Although he never played it for a Sunday

- Morning Service. You would have to come to

an evening or midweek service to hear his handiwork.

And if you were to come to a Sunday Evening Service and you could smell a residual
from the hand-operated mimeograph machine George kept behind the cross, you knew
you were going to be singing choruses. And there was a good chance the autoharp was
going to play a part.

It would be fair to say that George Wold was
built up congregations, he helped build up the
of his strengths was Hingd thnassabmilng ypdros drmoalm
easily with peopl e.

Il When the Woldés arrived in 194
church and parsonage had been u
coal , but it still took a | ot o
church and parsonage. Al ong wi
~ _sewer or running water availabl

|

Water C O bmm
pur chasedowartoem ashadhe
corner for a few cents

barrel, and at that tinf and ct

shar ed t wo approprbaupf

buil dingso.

 Fortunately, this changed wl
' 'school wawsstbud Itew blocks Sc



Since the water and sewer |l ines to the school

City to allow us to tap into these |ines, and
buildingsdé were quickly removed.
As mentioned, duri ng ,tthhies cphaurricchd exfpe29 envyead s

growth; both inapeophestaoctiuvréeses

|t started
national Sunday School Attendence
School Cont?3°

was entere

the directi
Wol d and Mr500

400
Johnson. T

300
wer e a gro

200
200 boer

100
enrol | memnt ¢ I

A
=)

Sunday  Sch @"%"'@"’@ Ca &
1966. And t.. o oo L.

o

B P> H o N DN D Do ‘bb‘oﬁo
%ﬁﬁqﬁqﬁgﬁévq‘oo;bq(o’é\’\ 'é\'\\‘o?\

»’» N

include the Cradle Roll, wha nc hy cheagdi nneu ntbhearts noic
children in our buil dincgur rieeanmmchy dLdf @eoCennet @
getting ahead of ourselves a little.

The church structur e was rai sed to, cbust harct

excavationpwaesi thang@, additional space for c¢l as:
audit cErviewrmaage was const rSwontdeady tSaoahhoeodd et bhdou
for Sunday SchbBwtl eJVears safotoars.al | of utlhgiisn,g tahte

every. seam

I n |l ess thamheteni geaak, cl
was r(he@8 exEcavation was
additional basement area.

church was constructed.

The architect wa s Rober
Hi bbing, and thecwermer al
Max Gray Lumber Co., Hibb

on



nat i dmeassi sted ,and hl,atla@mdr mc¢
the new church was dedicat ¢
1965, with the Rev. Paul ;
the N.W. Covenant Conferen

the ceremony. Parking spac
unt il the chbhseehespadd |

homes north andhveracsht, ohfa dt
them removed, and i mproved
The Wol ds resi ded i n t hr

during theThre 2 iygeaarad. par sonaget haed j daeeetnlti ntgo |
|l ocated at, Hoynet hanlkei @amd safpibma&dlblnage constructe
Avenue, Wesdr what wae &dobltltlkee EiI menmentary School

Al ong with oeaher tchmemgeas moderni zati otno saw t
declLtimmseni stry wagsanphaaserdadowt mini stry over | o
begun in 1965.

Techurarmce -kwnedwn as the Holl er Mi ssion Church
Covenant,o€Chucchl Il tnhaanteangbd Evangeli c@butCowvena
so many who started attending during Sunday
oMi ssi on Covenant 6.

Four young men, gualified seminary or Bible I

assistants to Pastor Wol d during part of hi s

assigned to a uwctdeduangse wkreh

T Loren An¢@dées6bs) and

T Brance WMEdi,lRy xk M®Dormma&ndlerry (Rasge 1960s
1970s) .

NOTBowvedkhovwmd respected was thas abrnti WalRidyda k me
Mooyrea graduate of Ospedifilc®Blilby ealoed eGeor ge
and be mentored Riychimhémrwantyeam.t o successfl

congregations before his retirement from the
oM



During the Wold's mini—;ﬁ_,':
and church, Pastor27\"
weddi,ngof fi ci3atbedf uate r®
additiohano de,ddulatilm;m
and ee@onfir matRwtnh Wo If % €

faithfully as the chur

Al somer 375 church families had been involved
included: Wor ship services, Sunday School , Wc
Senior and Junior-sdkeal gagepgi riGsadand boys'
t hei bl e Camp ministry.

(

We mentioned earlier that Pastor Wold was a b
197Me mentioned the one thing hehafdeliti ba béad
mul tipurpose facility for the congregati on.

¥ The Evangelical Covenant
Church Twentyywars , haweverwhehe

congreglaegamseacoBtdewar dshinp
“A Growing Church For- Campai gn vfeopyw rtphoaste, Geor ge
Growing Christians” vol urtheiesr voice and o0influen
mul ti media poeséhetadrone

“Not Equal Gis-Bue Equal Socrifice™

HONORS:

T An honor of-wcdemuntéyest was given Rev. Ge
shortly before his depawhere hdmsCeaawsd oRapiT
Il nternational Falls Junior ChamBess odf Ciomer
Year " .

T The congregation honor ed
farewel | reception at wh
commureixtpr essed their | o
his family who so dilige

News for 29 years.
T Al sdtea another 20 years
was given the honorary t




Pastor Dav(iiJdn&dbezember 1980)

PasDawvi d ,Smhitd8B8awbfmeama tttheiere daughters arrived
of 1974 frBef Bbensd |Sihasbthdr been seiwitegi mspasgt
and was formerl|l y iamsnsatlaleldataiso np aSetrowri caet on NoV

Pr ecelii sn,gcaasltlo$mi t h hiapdo ssiet
as

T camp director for 5 yes;:

T direcmios smoiémi stries for

1T dean of educatanadn f or

T as a teacher of Bible stian

pastoral theology, and : cati on

for a total of ten years at Oak Hills Bible |
Pastor Smith was an i dedo peaometnhi ragh dt me veay owme
it i f there was a rmewaermhiiewvreovdtiidneamyawduad &e

by the pastor andv occlomegd eghéi amea of trainin
recognized the 1 mporagaensc,e forfo nh ecarrand bnegk eadt baal &l & e
t @nsuwmrldducat i moviwesowahesdi ng the charge of 1
. Al ways be prepared to give an answer to ever

hope that you have. . . 0

Some of the key accomplishments in this regar
T Maj or <chancgheuricehdeasebat i on process involved m
el ected Sunday School Superintendent to an

responsi ble for teaching and training acro
T Anor gani Hednetbhuea | der s Sunfdary ySacithrogdr Crharsrsi e d
This gqubowpltygwt s | ocation begahemebgubfgrbhnpd

in the South I nternatitomiddmeFiuriel diealsl .al Memtk
soci al gat herings.

T A successful wae&wi pdogmnawhiChhu rngeht in the b
auditorium dnrnigngvotrlsenimorser vice i n the san
f The pastorémsEtswgrmemds available to the cong
T Home Bi bl e Sweirdeg g#&#&lloswal g i n si,wiet @nadr ganiez &
studies for women, men, married couples an

T Additionally, the Library was begun, and p

oo



Il n the spring of 1976 DyutghéVac hmd

the position of Youth Director. : ¥t h the
workicl osely withbuihledipragst®m what h ¢ >nl ar gi
scope of ministry in almost every [as ft ment

From Pastor Daveds perspective, he saw God wo
t i me whheirceh al | owgrdo wtoh haifp ptemi s

1.So0 many people were willing to stand up an
2. The readiness with which the church adopt e

serve the Lord.

A very strong and growing interest in miss
Aweddlevel Gpedsti an education ministry

A desire to serve t,heendhol e Body of Chri st
A strong youth progr am.

o O~ W

When Pastor Smith | eft et fgmhdncthhap chef d¢ther Paswiasr
Full erton was able to take the reigns as Sr.
to enlist thendgemrvimc@easdfortswo George Schultz a

George Schultz:0Mayanwarly 198 i
George Schuwezmwe(lKankhoo)w he c¢con
at t hilBeitngneone of t he missi
supporting who just happenedg
and were available to assist /4

Brent BirdsaldAug@3unéaoB8981

Brent B(iSamsdrad) al so wel | known t o t he
Sandrea Shenberg) was oneinf tdwer chwrmr,c
Her parents were EI me,rwhandve Mar laycst i
members of the congregnati ovini W®r e mteya
both attending the Moody Bible I nsti
churchveraendetting rQRiadrya tlbddere Admei €an
mi ssiodfhti ¢é¢ladt Sunday evening service before

duet of the ol d hymn, 0So Send | You. 6 As the
mor e fFkbedy. Bt amte'ssage t hatt albplutt, hoofwt esne see mi ss
work as a drudgery, and maybe a sentence, but

on



Pastor Larr yveptleimbetdaywy 81198 8)

Pastor Larry Fuclanee ttad p
from our Canadilaink eCop
George Wol d andathiy ay
wife kWehestered Lagr g
known for his strong @y
Godos amaodsied mbhat ch alses
people to grow deeper

strong speaker, Larr ;351 v s a b
more introverted. cTohmpd eimbanwedri&hdehgd a vibr
outgoing personality and enthusiastically ens
I Rl B v ris e Durindul heéti meswith us, S

-~ Morning services aver ag:¢

;*attendance, and Sunday Scl

averaged 270 per Sunday.

Two highlkFghtertodnds mif
burning of the churchos
and the construction of
accesentbhrlaeance with a wh

Pastor Larry Condloumne 200ubn)e 1988

Pastor Larry Coamerlom&atdiygur congregation af
the Southeast for a number of year s. We say
I nternBallosaland this was
growing up. @&As Lhrlrygokahbe
over the years of this <c¢h

grace of God that I am

ministry. |t al l119bdgan i
when | was a |ittle boy w
bus to Sundayl cdodl I kno
years | ater, |l would serv

church. 6

op



It was through the ministry of this church th

Christ. He was taught about Jesus at release t
Schpoland from the Gepwilrpgiet LVWoryrdyPeaBasodor Wol d ha
incredible i mpact upon my | ifeémore than he w
home, with his family, had sucéh aombsegtitoekna
Christ as my personal Savior, and ultimately i
this happened as a result of this | ocal churc

There were many Choinghodi ing hstt sreyio gihnt éehne year s t hey

congregation. Some key remembrances include:
T Whebhh€@onnors arrived in 1988, the oOPar son:
significance as a way to attract a pastor
since the Connors were interested in owni
parsonage wasaldtvotedtthe sdédlulr t he parsonag
of the ol andlorddé business.

TThe Awana programakasg st a

Wednesday ni gehngethiec dmodsay o f

week. Coupled with the exist

teens, the church was a bee

|l ear,namdg Godds grace. Many

changed during these ti mes,
Jesus was | ifted up.

T The men in the church were introduced to a
in thd9®®sTlyi § emais nang point for many of o
them to takeritbeshkhyfaimnhtkleir homes, i n th
church. As men took the spiritual | eader sh

the church saw faormatrrkleerdgﬂ:«h(hmagney areas.
T One of those naereedasfowasm‘ : '

This was an issue that he min
so many as far back as | Wol d
| a1 @6.8sSt ewardship Campg

raiosveer $600, 000 as a Thi s
reached, with much mor tary 20

new Family Life Center was dedicated.
T Community service took on a new priority w
teaclCommuni t anpl &awns | tloeafanmpea cikwspt a f ew

ocC



Pastor Eric MaroMa(YyArRd@uslt 2007
Pastor Eri c Madtheir faniiycamebceus highly
recommended from a small congregation in lowa. From the
very beginning of their ministry, the Marxes displayed high
‘ _ value in family and relationships. They worked to build strong
- interpersonal connections with both the congregation and the

community.

I n a |l etter received in Jlhe bMar2026mi pbpsapoe
your many acts of kindness shown toéduBheduri n
I nternational Falls Covenant Church is fully
so manylobtiwassa rich expervetbegeal Bndhethwnanthh

I n 20P&stor Eric sufwhecbddregbeeawtdaiwvmaakd sst
away from wochkhtiomabi mi ni stry he was |(Emvel ved
i s r ePthioreebde, i s thinking aboutand ,t htelr eVsafirakesi i yn
Ki mbMilnnesot a.

Pastor Ryan Sarénhply (2@1%) 2011

Pastor Ryan Sar8epar éCltari csad)l i ng
Ol son, Pastoramgahi Sawehpa Cl ari ss:
congregation as an Interim pastor.

As a peopl e peramd, ClREsvitesiscapRwa n
close friendbédaiipne dwinihnag s, and CIl a
active member of the Sund®&y sMor ni
during theifi oSsptomet,sbigimdass hel d in Chepf Ewmi tl L
turned oautgrtecatbecommunity success.

Pastor Darren Ol 99éwn g (d®du0glug8s)t 2012

Pastor Dar Been@le3enekcited to return
from a church i Rritdhre tSowut bBwesthg Min
Ol sons had served inatr Kmcenedn,CoMiem
Chur¥cuth were a priority with Pasto
Awana and teenagernsansyetwhtoh evestta gopen ft
Christ.




Supporting Pastor Dday ekfasweoare tEod Neantiyosrisn,, and
Seth Bj ?Prarstwd. Ol son | eft the church in August

Pastor Dan JohnsondJ®bsreet2z2inmb)y 2018
| nt er i nDapna sJtoolsresovred our congregation during w
#5 0 Covi d Past carnateel.rbteady r et iPraesdt oC o vleonhannsto

wouspglit his wee&abbky weeranmnthhednwteeknat i on a
Faldlus i ngasthepart. of the week
Hewastabllenatt mt ain a vital ministry to the

videos of his Sunday Morning messages a

And for t hhesewatsinmgeAssmcsiate, I ntern Seth Bjor
physical presence and keep Pastor Da@an.i nf or me

Pastor Seth Bjor ndPudes(emugust 2020

Whil e Pastor Dan was covering as our
Commi t tdebee ema f or med by tdmrdrmcohgtregsati
search hadNumegawms potenti al candi dat e
and gone until the committee deci dect
recommended to the congregation the
current Associ at e, YouThte aman gWeergsahii |

ent husi asti cal &wyHdiesnbchbadcdeddn greutghust , 20

Originally from Embarrass Minpaspohei gt hi gr 3
was the phst&mbafrass Free Church. He studi ed
andad connecttheonBemiidjhi Evangelical Covenant (

Il n the summet hobugg@B24 mutual friend, Seth met
2025, t hey weateermatritehtedy e ar. :
Bergan was born '

While the church is stildl
i ssues Covid |l eft us, two of
arte@deens and YWMWindg Adslocs at
Griffith, God has been doin
and the congregation is seeing a real

oy



Chapt
5 AssocYoautehVi si tati on ang
Over the years, there have been a good number
the pastords in supporting the work at the I nt
Whil e we do not claim to have r ecowhdhs ome tchaenm
verify, and we apologize if we have |l eft anyb
1.0scar Johnson l10Larry Connor s
2.Hj al mer Gravem a.Bar ry DMoruktehe
a.Hannah Bergstr om, b.Bob LandéM\icsitteat i on
b.Ruth Eckstrand, and c.Paul L adéa¥ouatdhe and
c.Agnes Sveiven Family
d.Alrick Ol son d.Al an JodAssoai at e
3. Al rick OIl son e.El ai ne -JWohrnssha np
4.0. R. Swanson f Kyl e Gundeutshon
5.Rodney Rosengren 11Eri c Mar x
6.L1 oyd Johnson 12Ryan Sarenpa
a.Rodney Ro-9deangrmren a.J. C. ®lamrtbesrrn
7.George Wol d b.Ed Natwisdgint ati on
a.Mi sBel en Modr eanl3aren Ol son
Parish Worker a.Nat han ®&¥dustohn
b.Loren Andeution b.Set h Bjdooromurnt lhd and
c.Brance -Modt h Wor ship
d.Ri ck Mblomteer n and c .Ed Natwissint ati on
Yout h l14Dan Johnson
e.Jerry-YRad e a.Seth Bjornrud
8.David Smith 155eth Bjornrud
9.Larry Fullerson a.Marco Griffith
a.Roger Ander son
Addi t inminnailsltyry i ncluded Jerry Skifstad, Denni s






Chapt

6

Sunday School

Sunday &mdho©dadl e Roll

The Sunday School work has always been upper
|l eaders of the church. Mrs. Belva Hughes Kies
gives this account of t he: o BiblyenMi(eK.i etshlei nYWrsc
parents) moved to South I ntadl Falls in 1918.
Sunday School of five in the Town Hal,l ,( ntohten
Shannons | ncolrtpowas @uadgeifirees hTunday d&choolRelWni
Gregg would visit the Sunday School occasional
it Wpékrs. Bovey volunteered, their family of
nucl eus of the H®&@ll er Sunday School

= The organizational me e

Hol l er Sunday School wa:
Sunday of May, 1925, in
Odd Fell ows Hall. By Ju

Lt he c hasr cthuiw t , ethh e entr
reached 160 member s.

k ; i The N. W. Covenant Boar
number of parish workers to the Holler Mi s si
conduct Daily Vacation Bible Schools and to as
rur al districts and the | ocal church.

God was working in sw at b
1929 the enroll ment 200

whi chdeenal ar georme ntthe ¢

necessity. The upper ay

School rooms wer e aadd

to soon as attendance

The |l ittle Holl er Chu
Hol | er Chur ch.

bi gger



Around this ti me t he Sunday

encouraged to go the summer Bil
held at the Bennett home on Ra
youth began attendibBigg BHallles
Mi nn e sloattae;r t o a Bi bl e Camp n
Mi nne,soamd atentihnee ptroe t he Cove
Bi ble Camp at Bluewater Lake n

A giant step i n Sunadsayl alucnhcohoeld pwiotghr etstse wj oi n
cCovemantChri st omarg aL.ziifnee contests in 1952. Pas
Sunday School Superintendent Esther Johnson
dedicated Sunday b&Schodbbr stakef smemess of t he
acknowl edgeasl Ghdhtwha swupplied the increase.

The contest was a monumental endeavor involvir
Hel en Monrean as parish worker, i nviting teac
using radio, newspaper and poster advefdlheskeng
was added public interest in the dropping of
an airplane, sending newsl etterss diecpparyemigs g
showing progress and offering prizes to those

Coinciding wi,ahl®hkesoonesti ve eve
School Teachersbo | nsRewv.ut &latwaasni ta
Franlblfi Mawson, MN . Who had author
entire contest ran for six Sundays
with 250 persons Sdéchlspahddged h20Bume
members on the roll s, amd addwsbliinng
Cra®Rbeéel

With the enroll ment of llagex hil dr e
new beginners departmémtomatshermgrainmaryl LQhepm@mart
nur sery cl asas foorrg atnoidzdel de.r s w

Over $50 wor(tdal mdotl anmb@O26wdel baed) by the pas
few hel pers to make benches for emergency seaf
mo rreo otmh er erfeonroev,;at i on began in 1951.

nH



A basement was constructed to provide much ne
of the contest the space was stil] i nadequate

The church gar age doubl e
School cl assr oosmss edantdo t h
transport Sunday School
Vreplaced wi thta sreeewssr tdmd.
~~currentthebucshur cshp eonvn endor e
22 time in the shop than on t

Il n the | at e 19600 s t h
0Ci

busses, one for a
0oCountryd route. Both

were full

Not only did the Sunodo
surge, but the church

i

pastords efforts were greatweglelappae cieat eid sanh d

Ulti mately the church al so engMogretsh tPhaer ks eSevnicr
student, Loren Anderson, to assist the work i
: @ The Sunday School has al ways
staff who have made personal
Chri st. When a vacancy ari se:
B and a replacement Chrisumds

4Proagws and the Sunday School o
which highlight the year.

Some menlwbers}of t he School
church, assi sveewi tolR

ti meod cl asses at w

Sunday staff, i n

gradéewearge ven school

to attend religious hour
during the $Skbbdoohuwe
churches in town, n ( s e

Ti me however.



I n the thy ®@@@es Sunday School was wwitiittthhe hel d
Congreg@ahepna. wer e cl

ages, eaald fall, stu
moving from one depa
participated iRfo mpal la

CrcumstalPhrcemotfi on Su

AttendiamceSundaywaSc ha
i mporE@amtmany of dlhas
everyone woul d wmeteht .ol 0
teacher to sing songs, t ake abBii rotfhfdearyisn gwe rcee |se
You would bring pennles and put your age numb.

— the room counted the per
one dropped into the ban

z;'m(\;\
.: £

P -!qng!\‘
After a tsbget hedame teach

woul d take hi s or her
specific meeting place &

b B |l esson for the day. And
\Wﬁ attendance woTlUHids bwa g akle
V9 A recorded in an attendandc

a lady from the Sunday School Office then pic

And i f you were able toowaegthieecvoupsef e@dt aatyteanm
rewarded by being calldegparomeéhe & i 0€N yau
operfect attendanced pin.

I n the fyionustrexeaved the pin. The & year
that went around the pin.i®tahei hyg fhe thi
received a bar that would attatha b bott
where the more bars you had, t he £ ocredi
Sunday PpedbBbwtl getting perfect atte , was n
all owed to miss two SwndheywidBehads S rl I nes

be there.



And the | adies in the office knlehw st hieescsdcnod ra,

= 1965, and you can see all of th

M‘ﬁhad a specific Sunday School f

Vi is there was a category for vi

Jo| 32/ new visitors comin@Maybe Suhday

?iL,‘f:/Jhome church was also having a

_ 5 2l focus, and they couldndt affor.
= v 4

R - Daily Vacation Bible School ha:

1746 the Sunday dSacymaslt. DWVWBS woul d

: scheduled for two weeks of mo

sesswionalsprogmam cl osing evenin
¢ yeafr has been shortened to a w
sessionsevweinphmggo am

Cradl e Roll

The function of the Cradle RowhmDepatthmenta oh
on t hePawadntesmioifiimaltshe chwech anamtnwi tation tc

their baby in the Cradle Rolwa.askdlglnewi ntgo evnirsc

babydés family periodi L oddl er

W & i nvienrerdd htlot h e Sun
nursery clgasef atwohelg
t he CRalbl eenrol |l ment

they reacahtfiiveéhegr en
Schoodb)eehna as hiAgh tes
in ¢her bhésorCy,adtl ee R
of ficial function has

Asecond Miomeaft r§heday ®¢hawabhat of mailing Sun:
papers to absentewsroeiitbns o .t Abse, wisanawvay eSc hoc
encouraged to visit the homes of .fTheisr t ®tou cheor

|l onger happens as an official function of the
As mentioned, Sunday School was one of the ar e
coupl ed cwirtrhena shortage of volunteer s, has

regrouping and hfeulexpyemé attii mgps of O0Sunday Scho

np






Chapt
7 Boys Ganddl sAwamad Covena

Boys (hirdll su 101s9: 7)0 s

Thd8oysd ancd ubBisr Iwsedr ei  or t !
fourth throughotsioxltdh egnroaudgeh;
Jr . or Bhesdeehabs met on W
nights and were very active.

Tha@Boysb Club would me et fc
broken into tBirkklee s®tgunéyn,t sg:
tand fun, and crafts and act
many -oaomdusod outings.

Théi rl 6,s Whiubh was originally associated with
involved girls from gradiest hgeosthoolugyiéderil x¢cahe
ti me was dirvd alredl ti amk ion g and devotiaonds Bi ¢ i
exploration. At their paasteveimtey egiwrelre iibryt ovlewe:

Awana:

Soon after Pastor Larry Connors and his wife
Kathy arrived in 1988, the Awana(Approved
Workmen Are Not Ashamed) program was
started. They had been active inAwanaat a
previous church and saw the benefits it
provided. This was avery organized program that took children from preschool to sixth

grade through Bible training, Bible verse memorization,

and activities around whatwasc al | ed t he O0OAwana

Circleb

This program wasone of the more effective methods of
getting children involved in the church, both from

church famllles and so many more from outside of the church.
nT




The Awana calendar foll owed the school cal end
' was the awards seofvitchee i n
year As a student would co

withts assignments and
reqguirements, they would
book i n tamed esesriivees recogni

such as a badge or patch
SevdroalMevam@®@ader s have sai

they have run into an indi
wheommented, OHey, you w@o&dsnywAwahnaode amcdhterr
Il n ti me, no matter how good the pr odgcaug,se t W
and the | eadership mbeecd| BPpeagrDencmil ha&tdi @ICo v e
This program is currently being used, and as
children and their parents before the evening
to be very well recei ved.




Chapt
8 Teens anAd¥Ybusg

Teens:

There seems to have always been an active 'y
beginnings ba®RO0Obprp Tt mMmpokéatbaeace of a youth orgar
and suppgart gdme mbyeorusg i emgalwli t h t he pastor to |
- ot her churches to perform
i n other ways during servi

For many weamad two youth
follow'sngot)hedesignation

(®"Grade) and -B2'Gr ddghn. (1
= Usually l ay | eaders woul c
group, but if there was a Youth Pastor an boar
When Paul Langmade was hirwdtdas aan Asesndddr ipautgen t
both Jr. and Sr. Hig —
group. This has wor
our format since th

There are t wot efeoncstils e
is f§heup that meet s

ni ght s. This i1s the , any
visitors and young peopl e d e t he
church. 1tds a ti me,anod a ucnh a naccet itvoT thhieeas e ¢ whoerd sgt
focus is a smaller group of more serious Tee
deeper intot dGogrdsw wotrrdonger in their Faith.

Young Adul t s:
The young adult group wahsosse awhtoe dwetroe ftiodd ocal dn

stil |l wgentt etdogeot her for faend opwasahs enalbi dd @ewtsh .u
continues to grow, and they hatvhleehbugcavwhda crho rhe s:
proven to be a real bl essing.
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9

Earl gt ohhe Holl er Mission Churchj noa®mBt lhd e C
shores of Cael noyf loaukre.early memweubkd 8owmanwiNg b
original camping was brought up. He r emember e
di fference in his |ife.

Bi bl e Camp

|t wamaddoup backwerntdrep

Koochiching District

brought their own tent plies
Even in thedoweareimeedd

wergearfeodr aldfowrgesong.r * International Falls
Around43593howeverreal we¢d * Bemidji

strength providedoimed * Big Falls

ot her "Covenant" churc e Baudette form

"Koochiching Thi st ralcltd
centrabmpedgBamge & ail h s ,.
This camp wakEabbcahedbjudge along the Big For

* Fort Frances

At first, campers sl ept
spreading bl anketdoon t !
provi de a mi ni mal barr

campers and tdoeeretl emant s
& crecdawear the UmIl a rklee ttso.d a y ¢
use of an air mattress, 0
sl eepammewest e thefhtgdicken a
This wassaadldbaowte t he si ze
twisrimattress) t hat the ce
fiwmilt h straw (and who kno:
l smal | creatures).

= To the best of our knowl «

never seen as all t hat c
was better ,hhad ghedaodl d
how much did campers actually sleep at camp a

p M



't wasn't |mefggr éaowe
thirteen butihledigngs ¢
Falclasnp a more per ma

feel . These i ncl u
tabernacl e, dining
dormi tories, and cab

i According t o one C
waking up i n t he r
meaodi pping your wasHt
into the cold river
LI ey : e of the dining hall e
the night away oObefore breakfast

Lives were changed, and many
were started during these ti.
continue to this day. And the
week for camp, which in toda
around $23.50.

o "", S R

I n time, the Koochiching Dist
this tBilmektduck, .Minnesot a

The camp

11 l ocat ed
" Bl ackduck

| 3 BN
A
\ A A and seryv

Blackduck

1%

Ve Districta
numberyeafr s. The word of P yht,
friendships created or r er msm 2r e che

e

Godly memories were creat:

| n t hel 9 a0 ¢, SwWi mmi ng bec at

Bl ackduck Lake, so camper % short
to Lake Benjamin. AlIl of t I to a
(and occasionally i tThgne ence.

al so an idea by some t ha = > |l ook
having our own camp again at Big

P H



Il n 1936, Mac and Marnie McAIlister started Cam
Township, Mieaneasmé aMar mac came from the first
first, maarae d

mac (And Mar mac
TO YOUR HOUSE
§ sounds a whol e

wﬁ better than Macm

i TS
&/f&) Mar mac was ori gi
R

GREETINES FRom o4 wouse

LSS asummkong camp
Marmac Camps for ngm-tV\'DE||
The McAlisters
do Twin Cities f
but | ater tbhuei IMc Aflaicsitdasrtave®icdAdbi sperssed t he casé

for 30nytedr st heir deisn r#9%8@do thleonweadowmptfor sal

At 6t hetei mmeh,e i dea of having our owna cparnepv awa si ng
sentiment in the Koochiching Dist€amp Mhmamawe
seemed | i ke the ideal fit. 1t wouldn't take mu

came for the entire summeéerormmdoafymsr Biabhll e agamp wi

Considering that our congregatlon was the | ar
District," we init.i ' asing
Camp Mar mac outrlogfa1

signi fneawst@nctubuoll Q'

program just a few er ,

we didn't want to ta-kemn t hat much additiona

Little known to us, the Covenant churches i n
camp | ocation, and they soon f iAbaltBldwewatheer p
Covenant Bible Camp was |

However, since there was
a Bible Campcheepaéttiarge
temtas brought in to mee
lunt il an of ficial chap

constructed from an exi si




Something else that maaty [fwirldt r

there wertewaacdampdthwe original p
The mai 6Ayaampwher e al | of the &
f pl ace, and wherkaltfhwayiadrsosd atyh

howewears, a secondhfwmlsshec&amp.he
boyvysabins werTenilso codbtoegyds. si ded a

| odge with a dining hall, show
beachandpam area for sApAbrbneg a
time it had been another compl e

Ot her than the cabimswegvnedt omteo wdr thhewsse ot her
used. Rathhmech &us ran between the two ,camps,
bringing boys to the main camp i n tshlee enpoirnng n ¢
cabins at curfew.

It was always a challenge to Omiss the busd ¢
wal k the mile soaféel lucwabbdys wwhd allsto wars saslesdo
a challenge to do all of this while hiding fr

be |l ooking for boysAwHof omi semd, {t hetheambdrjeus
wi t h nteheeaimmp sweet heart.

Unl i ke the 00 rmhaoiwe vébaonypsddmds at on | eased state | ¢
the | eapendvaist was nataimpeddetdan tbtsof work,

to tear down the cabins, |l et the | eaasned gaol Ib ac
activottbke mailhnh ¢ &amp 6satl etf h e scdadhpdhiosgsa st one f
that at one time gwedcdod -~ oenl] A PR Y
equi pdpiend ng hal | . —te L'\;,‘ e o &
e T e
Initially, the Koochiching District, including our G d\ E:::‘,.;T:‘."..,i}\ﬁ& i \f”gh -
church, began renting the last two weeks of . ..o o 7 ‘«° v,
the camping season for our Junior High and o  weo . & 50 s o

wo
Harbors O

Senior High camps from the Red River Valley ot s RN )

District. About fifteen years later, however, in MLN N EiS.OTAY S
the early 1980s, both the Koochiching and Red River Districts recognized a need for better
cooperation between the two, and several churches in the Koochiching District joined with

those in the Red River District to form a new camping partnership.

pn



An
Di
: ol i Ju
the existing Red River
Camp to children at a

r "up front" contribut
rtnership was taovedblil d
eded <cabi n, whi Thi swe ¢
oto shows just some of
ove to the camp and co
il di ng.

d now, rat her t han t h e
strict renting two week
nior and Senior high st
camp scheduling prograt
much earlier age.
uewater experience has

Since that ti me, our Bl

and women''s weekends,

an annual

al d hurhcuhr ¢ h

|l eader shi p cwaiglkcéhn dbsa,pt i s ms, and so much more.

From t he verByi bdegiCammpng,s not ,) usn semetdutngch

t o. Ratitdrs somet hing
these first 100 years.

PP

we are. And f or U N, it
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|l tds not very often a Wwi &lobgMni nbguid odn girge g aatnido nw e

di ffesehbcaA mi ssi osnerwoersk obfe gmaene,t iangs wer e he

1924 both in the rented,a@idt y nHd lhle Hrojl & setrr Slcthé

bl ocks South of .our current campus

A.126Fi rst Building

Our first building
standing on thh8t rce
andAvVenue East, wh
sanctuary islt to
approxi mat;eliyt 5did
a basement, and t
positioned so the
seatfeadc,ed Hahset reve =
it is today

Buil @amgai gns

't Walsi byedome intthlotsd adang east was t he

if a church could manage it because it add:
ami ni stemre avatsilng seemed that when the risin
achur shasgleadsisndows, usually | ocattlear g usds b
more of a diviwhatauehotheymt.dhater ewdds ys apn
a factgmowevelbuescause we didndtihavbdoaerpydsay

)A

nor do we .even

Our first ser
i mprovising S 6
nai l kepghkas taer
that were stil
We wer e focus
basiAnnsh.s far as running

East and Whaet ] owerhpnpFeasufsaoi wgsEast was |
best onnar IE@awsg /IWets.t

pT



Th
b a
| a

fo
f o
en

Th
co
Sc
ro
W 0
we

An
an
t h
pa
ru
w h

Wi

ea
re
ea
an
co

is initial buil ding had naoioWsuheti on 1t h
ck for what | ittle heat 1t cowlod,dgane of
tcormin a cold winter day to make the builc
rr activitieswas becntreldoeBd5 tphaastt oir Swanson
rty acres of O0Stuyanpdhgleed dmdmbone fStamet h
ough wood to supply fuel for the church

e building did not havVveasa skoinec hseani de, i tpheeorp

me to chutbbhytoamatéB8utWormashitpg me went b
andinavi an men and women wanted their C

om next to the furnace room in the back
od, was ¢ o mvaekretsddd fikretéocolae d . t h at littl e ki
[ used, tehsopseec icadlldy doanys i n the winter.

ot her modern convenience not afforded th

d sewer. But there were two tam ptrhoep rNoartteh
e charchoth the church and t haec cpoardsi onnga ¢ eo
stor Ge oorWwhee nWowed ,fi rst came to the Fall s,
nning water in the church or parsonage.

ere water was purchased for a few cents

thin a couple of years of the 1926 const
st of the building, conands$ @aonegnlddareSainday
ferred to as the oOoupper room. 6 This was i
rl'y in theegbpsgergati 8navbday School had art
out |l ook of c cCotnicrewrend ngr avwtirs. addi ti on,
mment ed:

OWe wish to render our praise to Hiam
we are confident that when we equip
needful , that o0God shall supply al/l
Christ Jesuso

OHol l er Mission Church Med%eh@®29) Vo

Py



B.1$1Basement .added
As the church was growing
seemed t o ilbtbes gogmeesnto st r i es.
Thinse antth e need for mor e
l:u ] moved up on t he priori
E— considering [ i mi t ead | and
!: ] basement under the exi sti
seen as the be3hepathefo
II—_I shaded overl ay area on
basement shows the size of t Hihe rhiogionalt bt

shows the buildingSoluthlkiamg if riossewshbloock
founddrciocaogar |

Evangelical Covenant Church, Basement Layout.

111

While this help
wi t h four addi
School rooms an
for haelmhildg ,grwiu
t hree tyevaagsas e n
Ojust notAnenoug
feature of thhafbyvemdmrtari £ he paneling off
current Teen room, youdll find glass bl ock
t he ouNewdteheydre just a puzzlement to any

C.195Whol e Church AAdAdi+tian

| n 1 9 5a4r c‘)gLeé shd o et Evangelical Covenant Church, Basement Layout.
was added t o otnhet
existing basement
sigieand the oareat
was enl abogedovel
additional( Sese acg
overlay i n Tthhe dAdli
tri pugdacepramwddea 1 oOT

a | agagrectaaweas welklitaden in the basement
including a nel assy ommd mor e

p®



" Another important mile:
churacdh t hiwsa st itrhee addi ti
i+ of i nside batwlsaohoonosl. T
di strict was i n t he
s constructing t he new
El ementary School é6 thr
the South of the <chur
water and sewer | ines ¢
school r ah'tAveonmne 1East ,
right i oufrbobotldfng

Since the <church
the entirei tomwmsni
to ask the city f
into the water an
was granted, and
became nothing but
OK., j.us.t a memory.

Because of this work, the parsonage that

event ummd d dye d t o be
moveRdart of the reas
the need dfsfrt r met e

parking. Another r eeé¢
was just getting to
the <congregation wa
ensure our pastor V
“taken care of.

secur ed 0
Lane on t hgd
of l nterna
whi ch ser %
pastor and
wel | for af
year s.

cnhn



D.196&84 Maj or Rebuil d:

As God <continuedhwoor kbl gersesw,
congregation to expand once
i ng a new sanctuary and

nvol vi

anddeci
agai
maor e

S

n b

ut
Sunday

Hi bbi ng

Sandberg
begin the
i desatsart ed
t he y
I nternati on &l
Luwheran hchwsed
roof pitch
st r odnegs i tghne me ,
initial i dea
foll owedl € meHsie$sse.si gn asth orwrgdws
I I k e t h gl ass

archi.t
was d
desi
fl
recent |

oW

r

and

ooked i Wi stain

curved |
stewards

mu ¢ h
al

But st ai

f ocus

n glass and
to be good
it we wanted as

byt hwa,ymak e t | onodk wniitche .

a
wa s
me ant

what

al

mi
0

space

t h

t
ongsi

nat ed
f
as

at k

t he

hat
de

possi
eep

i ncorporate %
basement t hal
out of the g

ST,

the O0BI
t heme
ot , Sandbe
add a de
er the pul
r vtehde cei l
y thatrawu
ngregation
waa dsentr al

On
Co
ro
t o
oV
cu
wa
co
t o

ce
st o

Cr oss
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N
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Whil e
be

pl easing

to
jusitnme bedVea ke pt

the eye, this too added 1

tfdireo ppreads ¢ heatcen € j nfgi nal

the drawings. And once OFoster, Jacobs an
verified the engineering, we were able to
cost.
Stewardship Campaigns are Inott miesw ctads e utrh ec «
to borrow for theAl emtgi wehtchwephdwrd,i € uwas a de
to see how much people would give above a
support tNes,pthpecongregati on htahde argurbebeedr t
was getting ready to hit the road
Early ,thel@@atpai (
with a oLoyalt J P B i P N
for Abphril9o6l2s. And| | i \L

A T i
no known cobrerte\Me:(, N
coyarty sunaayaa( CTT TR )
dag (e e B R ey ol

L ) g
A C e nt r al el e m 9 _}f\ / \;‘H:&‘% ,gﬁ"‘"l{n S 7
Stewardship Camp| i o
i nformational bult //1//?/4 -
t heme oPray, TGh iyl .,/é/ry’*/ ((_/9.{%4

| e d L Al
bul lvedgntn i nto gr € (/ﬂ;:""‘:‘“~ \i/
bot h drawings, | 2 7 =
information, somg /%%/Qﬁ)/%; e
o o RO s {
giving/tithing, e (7/ @9/”/(’\’.,-?: I}

= r
card to be turned /9 C“/// 4
Keep in mind th /ﬂz////y/; b\ \{‘\
happening at,fart \/@%@/@7 )
most part, peopl| iy
than money, and t g@ngmth' QE-?URQZH
had was budgeted fohi $ headbagoicsgofolbéea b
for many peopl e.
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ge
be

Ac

ere are no
edged for
ngregation

known r ecd

this
mo v e d

di cates there wa

nstructi on

began

effor
for \
s a g
i n e:

mapioeceviodence of thi g

e use of wvolunte
ur ch phirn esdCloinretr
ner al cbatr achteor pway kn

t ween $1.50

cording to

made went bac

of

supporting

and

Clint

er he
Car | 3

$2.00

0s so

k iTrhtaa twhe

t he

projec

b r ds on how much
t but t he fact
var d wi t h t he p
roundswel | of su
Arnest .

groundswel | wa S
|l p in the constr
5 0 N as t he
g hi m
per hour .

n John, everythioa
thuaisl dviatyg .
t .

uct i

was
t hat
roject
pport,

t
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